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Voltaire and prevented the appointment.  In 1744, however,
when campaigning in the War of the Austrian Succession,
Louis XV fell ill at Mete, and being, as it was thought, on
the point of death was induced by his almoner, the Bishop
of Soissons, son of James II of England, to dismiss Chateau-
roux. He did so, and recovered, and at once wanted Cblteau-
roux back; but she had died from the spiritual mortification
caused by her dismissal. So another mistress had to be found,
and the choice fell upon the graceful and well-educated wife
of a farmer-general of taxes called le Normand, the squire of
Etiole.   Voltaire, who liked country life and graceful, well-
educated women, was a friend of the fitiole household; so the
next time there was a vacancy in the Academic he had no
difficulty in obtaining the place, through the influence of
Madame le Normand.  " From this I concluded," he writes,
" it was better, in order to make the most trifling fortune, to
speak four words to a King's mistress, than to write a hundred
volumes." x On the whole, the Academic Franfaise was not
a very distinguished body in the eighteenth century.   The
eminent naturalist Buffon came up from the country every
year to Paris, to perform his duties at the Jardin des Plantes
and to visit his friends. He attended the Acad&nie when at
Paris. The poet Malesherbes also was a member at this time.
Montesquieu was, of course, a member; for he was not merely
the most distinguished writer of the day on the science of
politics; he was also universally acknowledged as one of France's
greatest and noblest public men.  So completely was his fame
established in France that he, being President of the parkment
of Bordeaux, was simply called " the President," tout cowt,
just as the Duke of Wellington later was universally spoken
of simply as " the Duke."
There was another president, honorary, of the parlement of
Paris who had a considerable name in those days. This was
President H&iault. Grimm considered that Renault must be
reckoned among the most fortunate and happy men of the age.
Of respectable ability and amiable disposition, inheriting a
1 Memoirs of Voltaire (trans. 1826), p. 60.